RETROGRESSION                               33

and restrictions' (quoted in Am. Anth.^ 1934, p. 114).
Thus we find savages abandoning useful arts owing to the
loss of, or impatience with, their magical accompaniments.
These facts take us far from the savage of theory., I might
say the savage of fiction, who keeps on steadily im-
proving Ms handicrafts to keep pace with his developing
needs.

Let us now pass to Australia. Forty years ago it was
confidently asserted that the Australian blacks had never
been in contact with any higher culture, and that they
represented ^primitive man3 in every possible sense of that
term. This view can no longer be maintained. It is now
recognized that the blacks of the Northern Territory have
been influenced by Malays from across the Timor Sea, and
that those of Northern Queensland have been in contact
with the Melanesians of New Guinea. The culture of the
latter is higher than that of the Australian blacks, and, as we
have just seen, shows clear signs of having once been higher
still.

The remarkable physical type of the Australian blacks has
suggested to Hooton (The American Aborigines^ p. 159)
that it may combine a negroid element with an archaic
white type represented strongly in the Ainu of Japan.
Such diverse racial elements might be expected to involve
cultural elements equally diverse. Anyhow, the culture of
the Australian blacks contains many elements not found in
that of the Bushmen, Pygmies, Negritoes of Malaya, and
others with an equal claim to the title of 'primitive maa*.
They possess varied and highly complex marriage regulations
which seems to accord very ill with the simplicity of their
economic life, and are probably due to the retention in a
more or less degraded form of elements-derived from people
of higher culture.

The now extinct Tasmanians were racially distinct from
the Australian blacks, so must either have preceded the
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